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PhotoVoice: Picture that Green! 

Competition 2019 
  

 
 

Competition Summary 
 
The annual Madison County Resource Education Photovoice Competition is a way to make your voice heard through 
photography as you document the community’s needs and resources from your own personal experience. Students 
should photograph a scene that represents their community or expresses their point of view as it relates to sustainability 
and the wise use of our land, air, or water.  
 
Photographs might include subjects such as: 
 

 Human activities and habits that support or are possible because of healthy land, air, and water. 

 Agricultural practices that support a healthy and thriving Madison County. 

 Favorite places to explore outdoor Madison County, particularly those that might represent local plants, 
animals, or habitats that are carefully managed or conserved. 

 
Single photos must be accompanied by a typed 4-5 sentence paragraph describing of the photograph, outlining what the 
image depicts and how it relates to sustainability/thoughtful management of our resources. Photos must be taken of 
subject matter within Madison County. All submissions must be from students whose schools are currently enrolled in 
the Madison County Resource Education Program. If you are not currently enrolled, participation is simple. Please 
contact Program Coordinator Eve Drueke at ehdrueke@co.madison.il.us. 
 
 

Categories 

6th-8th Grade Individual 

9th-12th Grade Individual 

 

Awards (one per category) 
1st Place = $200 

2nd Place = $100 

3rd Place = $50 
 

 

Eligibility  

 Students must be currently attending 6th-12th grade at a public, private, or parochial school in Madison County. 

 Participating students’ schools must be enrolled in the Resource Education Program. 

 All photographs must be taken within Madison County. 

 Limit 2 entries per photographer. Each entry must be submitted separately. 

 

Submission Requirements 
1) All entries must have: 

a. A title 

b. A 4-5 sentence description that states what the photographer is depicting in their photograph. 
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2) Entry Requirements: 

a. All entries must be submitted online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PhotoVoiceContest. 

b. Image must be no larger than 16MB.  

c. Minor digital enhancements for cropping, red-eye removal, filters, and corrective functions are 

permitted, but images that have been judged to be altered in any significant manner will be disqualified. 

d. No borders, frames, or backgrounds, watermarks, dates, or signatures may be placed on the photos.  

e. Images must be entered in JPG format. 

f. No depiction of copyrighted materials, logos, or trademarks.  

 

3) All entries are due April 5, 2019 by 5:00 pm. 

4) Winners will be announced at the end of public viewing in the Madison County Administration Building on May 

3, 2019. 
 

 

Entrants grant permission to Madison County Government to reproduce images for exhibitions, Madison County 

Government publications, and promotional purposes. All reproductions will become the property of Madison County 

Government. All photographs utilized in Madison County Government productions will be properly credited to the 

appropriate person. Submission of the image(s) implies entrant’s acceptance of all of the above conditions. 

Evaluation Criteria 

Photos will be judged on criteria including, but not limited to: 

1. Adherence to competition theme. 

2. Evident connection between photo, title, and written essay 

3. Originality and creativity 

4. Visual interest and audience appeal 

5. Sharpness and clarity of images 

6. Composition, color, and lighting 

7. Clarity of expression of written essay 

8. Creativity 

9. Overall Impact of photo and essay 
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PhotoVoice: Picture that Green! Competition 2018 

Helpful Hints for Winning Entries 

 

 

As you plan for your PhotoVoice entry, keeping the following tips in mind will increase your chance of 

creating a winning submission: 

 

1. It’s easy for judges (and other viewers) to spot the difference between a photograph that’s been 

thought out and planned carefully, and one that was snapped without much forethought. Take your 

time to set up the shot and find the right angle and lighting. Snap several images and spend time 

reviewing them before selecting your submission. Ask others for their opinions and re-shoot if you 

need to.  

 

2. While candid, in-the-moment photographs of living things can make for stunning images, make sure 

that your essay reflects thoughtfulness and demonstrates a strong connection to your photograph. 

Beautiful photographs that are accompanied by weak or vague explanations won’t be scored as highly 

as submissions with strong essays. 

 

3. Think about your title. Just like a good photograph, the details of your submission make a difference. 

Your title is an opportunity to show humor, cleverness, or help your audience connect to your work. 

 

4. Consider what moves you. You may want to take some time reviewing other award-winning 

photographs (try www.nikon-photocontest.com) and take note of what captures your attention. 

Chances are, something that “wows” you will get a similar reaction from your audience once you’re 

behind the camera.  

 

 

5. Think first. Ellie Bozarth, the 2017 first place PhotoVoice winner, took time to consider the concept of 

resource management and what sustainability means to her before taking photographs. Ellie thought 

about her own interests and connections to sustainability and how it relates to Madison County. The 

result was a fantastic photograph of a local honey-producer’s bees and an essay that showed 

thoughtfulness, planning, and personal connections. 

 

 

Questions? Contact Eve Drueke, Madison County Resource Education Coordinator; ehdrueke@co.madison.il.us 
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